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20th Anniversary of the Schloss Dagstuhl Computer 
Science Center Foundation  
on 16 July 2010 

Impressions of the Celebration  
 
Row 1: Lectures by the Scientific Colloquium 
Row 2:  Coffee break in the manor house garden 

 Harpist Daiwa Schumann 
 Guests  
 Directors Wolfgang Lorenz and Reinhard Wilhelm 

Row 3:  
 Scientific Colloquium 
 Speakers Prabhakar Raghavan, Reinhard Wilhelm (Scientific 

Director), Daniel Keim, Donald Kossmann, Thomas Hoeren 
 Speech of Heinz Schwärtzel (Chairman of the Supervisory Board) 

Row 4: Preparations for the Grill party  
Row 5:  

 Margret and Reinhard Wilhelm with Minister Christoph Hartmann 
after the award ceremony for the Federal Cross of Merit of the 
Federal Republic of Germany 

 Reinhard Wilhelm and Stefan Jähnichen (Chairman of the German 
Informatics Society (GI)) 

Row 6: 
 Unveiling of Maria Krause’s sculpture ―Konzentration‖  
 Alfons Simon (LCI administration), Hans Peter Kallenborn 

(Saarland Ministry of Economics) and the two LCI Technical 
Administrative Directors Wolfgang Lorenz and Christian Lindig  

 Grill party 
 
For more on the celebration, please turn to page 12. 
 
Photos: Mechtild Schneider 
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1. Schloss Dagstuhl Center 

1.1. Stimulating Exchanges in Relaxed Surroundings 

The mission of the Leibniz Center for Informatics (LCI) at Schloss 
Dagstuhl is to promote world-class research in informatics, support 
leading-edge continuing education and professional development, and 
promote the exchange of knowledge and findings between the academic 
community and industry. 
Founded in 1990, the Center hosts research seminars at which promising 
young research scientists are afforded the opportunity of discussing their 
views and research findings with the international elite of their field in a 
specific cutting-edge field of informatics. The seminars enable new ideas 
to be showcased, topical problems to be discussed, and the course to be set 
for future development in the field. 
A proposal is submitted for a seminar by a small group of scientists of 
international standing in the respective field. The Scientific Directorate is 
responsible for approving the proposals and the participant lists. 
Participation in a seminar is possible only by way of personal invitation by 
the Center. The seminars generally last one week. The Center assumes part 
of the associated costs in order to enable young, promising scientists and 
doctoral students to participate.  
In keeping with the Center’s overall idea and philosophy, lounges and 
working areas are also featured which invite the visitors to get together in 
small groups outside of the official conference offerings for connecting 
one on one or for doing work in the research library. The Center has three 
lecture halls, a number of conference rooms, computer rooms, a 
comprehensive research library and 64 accommodation units — singles for 
the most part, in addition to a couple of doubles and studio apartments.  
In 2010 one or more Dagstuhl Seminars or Dagstuhl Perspectives 
Workshops were booked at the Center during 45 weeks of the year. 
Gatherings of smaller workgroups were hosted in parallel to the seminars. 
The facilities were available for summer schools and other informatics 
conferences and events during the weeks when they were not being used 
for Dagstuhl Seminars. In addition, individuals were accommodated for 
research stays. There is only one condition applicable to all the offerings: 
They have to be related to informatics. 
Schloss Dagstuhl is located in the charming countryside of northern 
Saarland, in the tri-country region formed by Germany, France and 
Luxembourg. As they say, location is everything, which is why Schloss 
Dagstuhl offers a host of possibilities for ―getting up close and personal‖ 
with nature. Yet Schloss Dagstuhl is also conveniently located, as it is near 
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the Saarbrücken-Trier-Koblenz and Kaiserslautern-Trier autobahns, 
meaning it can be easily reached from Saarbrücken, Trier and 
Kaiserslautern in less than an hour. 

1.2. Structure of the Center 

The Center is operated as a non-profit organization whose associates 
include the Gesellschaft for Informatik e.V. (GI, or German Informatics 
Society), of Bonn, Saarland University, the Technical University of 
Darmstadt, and the Universities of Frankfurt, Kaiserslautern, Karlsruhe, 
Stuttgart and Trier. Other associates of the Center are: three research 
institutes of international renown, i.e. the French National Institute for 
Research in Informatics and Automatic Control (INRIA), of Rocquencourt, 
France; the Dutch National Research Institute for Mathematics and 
Informatics (CWI), of Amsterdam, Netherlands; and the Max Planck 
Society (MPG), represented by the Max Planck Institute for Informatics, of 
Saarbrücken, Germany. 
By resolution of the Federal Government–State Commission for 
Educational Planning and Research Promotion (BLK) in 2005, the Center 
was included as a research service institution in the joint funding of the 
German federal and state governments (Blue List).1  The Center is a 
member of the Leibniz Association. This was documented towards the 
outside in 2008 when the Center officially changed its name from 
―International Conference and Research Center for Computer Science 
(IBFI)‖ to ―Leibniz Center for Informatics (LCI)‖.  
The LCI was evaluated for the first time in July of 2009. The findings of 
the Evaluation Commission of March 20102 showed a positive image and 
established that the LCI achieves outstanding success in its commitment to 
its designated task of supporting the international informatics research 
community by providing a seminar center for academic events. For more 
information, refer to article of 20 April 2010 in the News section at 
http://www.dagstuhl.de. 

1.3. Dagstuhl Bodies 

The following four bodies are in charge of the activities offered at the 
Center (for the body members, cf. Annex 1):  
Associates’ Meeting 
The representatives of the Associates’ Meeting convene meetings of the 
Supervisory Board and are responsible for amendments to the articles of 
incorporation and the admission of other associates. 
                                      
1 Cf. position paper issued by Wissenschaftsrat dated 25 November 2003 (doc. 
no. 5523/03): http://www.wissenschaftsrat.de/download/archiv/5523-03.pdf.  
2 For more information see www.wgl.de (Evaluation — Positions of the Senate 
Committee — Leibniz Center for Informatics (LCI)) of 17 March 2010. 
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Supervisory Board 
The Supervisory Board is responsible for ensuring that management 
complies with the Center’s objectives in a meaningful legal and economic 
manner. It is involved in all essential matters pertaining to research and 
financial planning. 
It is composed of four representatives of the German Informatics Society 
(GI), one representative each of the three founding universities (Saarland, 
Karlsruhe, Kaiserslautern), two representatives of the universities that 
subsequently joined (Darmstadt, Frankfurt, Stuttgart, Trier), and one 
representative each of the federal government and the two host state 
governments (Saarland and Rhineland-Palatinate). The members of the 
Supervisory Board hold office for four full fiscal years. The Supervisory 
Board convenes meetings of the Scientific Directorate and of members of 
the Scientific Advisory Board and the Industrial Curatory Board. 
Scientific Directorate 
The Scientific Directorate is responsible for the Center’s seminar program. 
It reviews the proposals for the Dagstuhl Seminars and the Dagstuhl 
Perspectives Workshops and decides whether they merit approval. It 
reserves the right to approve the focus of topics and the individuals 
included in the participant group. It also makes recommendations to the 
Scientific Directorate concerning seminar topics when individual 
informatics fields are not well represented, and develops new event 
concepts. 
The Scientific Directorate is comprised of one informatics professor from 
each of the university and research center associate members, and four GI 
delegates. Of these individuals, two are nominated by the GI’s Executive 
Board and two by the GI’s Advisory Board of University Professors 
(GIBU), which is independent of the Executive Board. The Scientific 
Directorate is comprised of a total of 14 members. The members and the 
Scientific Director hold office for three years.  
The members elect a Scientific Director from their midst. Professor 
Reinhard Wilhelm (Saarland University) has been the Center’s Scientific 
Director since its founding. 
Scientific Advisory Board 
The members of the Scientific Advisory Board are internationally diverse. 
The Board’s purpose is to lend critical support in the management of the 
Center with regard to its scientific orientation and the user orientation of its 
service offerings, and in policy decisions pertaining to the Center’s 
continued development. Its task is to advise the Supervisory Board and 
Scientific Directorate in a scientific or subject-matter capacity. Another 
task is to evaluate the Center’s performance and achievements and draft a 
status report including position paper and recommendations (audit) for the 
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Senate Evaluation Committee of the Leibniz Association. The Board 
convenes once a year together with the Industrial Curatory Board.  
Industrial Curatory Board 
The Industrial Curatory Board performs a transmission function between 
the Center and the R&D departments and labs of industry. It also has the 
task of securing the acceptance of the Center by government authorities 
and industry and, being a promotional organization, expanding the 
Center’s economic base. The members of the Curatory Board support the 
Center in identifying current R&D topics for seminars and locating 
attractive organizers in industry.  
The Curatory Board is regularly called upon to propose suitable 
participants for seminars known to it from its activities.  

1.4. The Dagstuhl Team 

The executive management of the Center is in the hands of its Scientific 
Director, Prof. Reinhard Wilhelm, and the two Technical Administrative 
Directors Wolfgang Lorenz and Dr. Christian Lindig. The Center’s staff 
totals 39, many of whom work on a part-time basis. 19 staff members are 
charged with scientific and administrative tasks or overseeing the library 
and IT systems, and 20 with housekeeping, running the kitchen and 
resolving maintenance issues involving our guests. The Center employs 
two first-year trainees. With the exception of one scientist who receives 
third-party funding, all positions are funded under the core household 
budget. 
Prof. Reinhard Wilhelm received the Order of Merit of the Federal 
Republic of Germany from the Federal President on 1 May 2010. One of 
the reasons for his being awarded the medal was his prolific work as 
Scientific Director of the Leibniz Center for Informatics.  
The scientific staff supports the seminar organizers, serves the Center’s 
bodies, and tends to the publications of the guests. Dr. Roswitha Bardohl’s 
membership on the GI Executive Board has resulted in closer collaboration 
with the GI, in addition to facilitating a series of key contacts with the 
German informatics community. By virtue of her membership the Center 
also has close ties to the GI’s Advisory Board of University Professors 
(GIBU), of which Dr. Marc Herbstritt is an associate member. 

1.5. PR Work and Media Relations 

In 2010 press releases were prepared for two Dagstuhl Seminars and 
disseminated via various distribution channels and the Science Information 
Service (idw). 1 

                                      
1 For the complete releases, see the Press section at www.dagstuhl.de. 
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 Cooperative Communication between Motor Vehicles Saves 
Lives: Computer scientists and informatics specialists engage in 
discussions with traffic, transportation and telematics specialists.  
(seminar 10401, 30.09.2010) 

 How safe are digital social networks? Computer scientists and 
informatics specialists conduct discussion panels with public 
opinion researchers and sociologists.  
(seminar 10041, 19.01.2010) 

Press releases are a key platform for showcasing current informatics topics 
in a readily understandable manner and disseminating them. They also 
serve to make the Center and its concept more well known to a large 
audience. Press releases and reports appearing in various media are also 
available on the LCI’s portal at: http://www.dagstuhl.de/en/about-
dagstuhl/press/ . 
The Center continues to maintain close ties to Computerclub Zwei (cf. 
http://www.cczwei.de). Dagstuhl will provide interview partners on 
request and copy for publication on the cczwei website. Thanks to the 
support of the Saarland Broadcasting Association, Dagstuhl has access to a 
professional group of reporters that enable broadcast journalists to conduct 
interviews with seminar participants in digital lossless audio quality. 
Dagstuhl has become a port of call for journalists seeking to report on 
specific informatics topics and on Dagstuhl itself. 
In order to encourage young journalists and trainees to report on complex 
informatics topics, Dagstuhl offers a workshop on science journalism 
every year, for which the Klaus Tschira Foundation has assumed the 
funding to date. In 2010 the workshop took place from 13 to 16 June in 
parallel with the Dagstuhl Seminar ―Information Visualization‖, of which 
several participants were involved in the journalists’ practical work.  
The Center disseminates news on the Dagstuhl program via social 
networks such as Twitter (@Dagstuhl) and LinkedIn. Twitter enables 
program announcements to be disseminated automatically. A ―Friends of 
Schloss Dagstuhl‖ group is maintained at LinkedIn, whose objective is to 
support the networking of the participants of Dagstuhl Seminars. 
Interesting news items pertaining to Dagstuhl are also disseminated. 
Membership in the group is by invitation only through Dagstuhl. There are 
now many membership requests that will be approved subject to proof of 
participation in a Dagstuhl Seminar being furnished. The group currently 
numbers 250 members. 
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1.6. 20 Years of the Schloss Dagstuhl Informatics Center 

On 16 July 2010 the Leibniz Center for Informatics (LCI) celebrated its 
20th anniversary with a festive colloquium. The celebration began with a 
scientific colloquium: 

 Prabhakar Raghavan, Yahoo! Labs: Science in the online world: 
Why computer science needs to get closer to the social sciences. 

 Donald Kossmann, ETH Zurich: What’s new in the cloud? 
 Daniel Keim, University of Konstanz: The search for the needle in a 

haystack: How visual analytics can help. 
 Joachim Weickert, Saarland University: Nature’s inspirations to 

digital image analysis: From physical phenomena to better 
algorithms. 

 Thomas Hoeren, University of Münster: What have you done to my 
song, babe? The unjust system of IT and Internet law. 

Horst Oberquelle (University of Hamburg) then spoke on Konrad Zuse: 
Art & Computers & Art — A Give-and-Take! and conducted a tour of his 
exhibit Konrad Zuse, which was taking place in Dagstuhl to commemorate 
the Year of Konrad Zuse. This was followed by Maria Krause presenting 
her sculpture ―Konzentration‖ to the LCI as a donation. 
The academic and artistic part of the festivities was followed by the 
ceremony in which Reinhard Wilhelm, Heinz Schwärtzel, chairman of the 
LCI Supervisory Board, and Stefan Jähnichen, Chairman of the German 
Informatics Society (GI), gave presentations on the topic of ―20 Years of 
Dagstuhl — Looking Back, Taking Stock and Outlook‖. This was 
followed by Dr. Christoph Hartmann, Saarland Minister for Economics 
and Science, awarding Prof. Reinhard Wilhelm the Federal Cross of Merit 
of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
This eventful day was concluded with a grill party in the Dagstuhl garden 
at which sponsors, funders, board members, scientists and staff celebrated 
the Center’s anniversary. 

1.7. Sponsors and Donors of the Center 

In addition to the funding from the German federal government and state 
governments, the Center also receives donations and contributions from 
other sources. 
The Informatics Research Library received book donations from the 
following publishers during 2010: 

 Birkhäuser 
 Eurographics Association  
 O’Reilly  
 SIAM Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics 
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 Springer-Verlag 
 vdf Hochschulverlag  
 Vieweg+Teubner 

 
The library also receives numerous book donations from seminar 
participants.  The Center is grateful for donations of author’s copies, 
particularly those of major works which are out of print. The Center 
received a total of 917 volumes during the year under review as donations 
from publishing houses and seminar participants. 

1.8. Schloss Dagstuhl Informatics Center Foundation 

The Leibniz Center for Informatics (LCI) is recognized by the German tax 
authorities as a non-profit organization. Through the end of 2005, the 
Center was financed jointly by the Saarland and Rhineland-Palatinate state 
governments, this financing being supplemented by donations from 
various sponsors in industry and publishing houses. Since 2006 the Center 
has been receiving federal and state funding. 
The financing regulations imposed on the Center by public funding did not 
allow for much leeway in the Center’s fiscal planning and expenditure; this 
led to the establishment of the Schloss Dagstuhl Informatics Center 
Foundation, making it possible to react flexibly to unforeseen challenges. 
The sole purpose of the Foundation is to promote the Center's objectives as 
stated in its articles of incorporation, in particular by providing funding for 
the promotion of young scientists and for the Center's Informatics 
Research Library from income generated by the Foundation’s assets and 
from donations and contributions of third parties earmarked for this 
purpose. Young researchers are fostered by grants for participation in 
seminars organized by the Center, for research stays at Schloss Dagstuhl, 
or for temporary projects. 
Dagstuhl can be supported via the Foundation in various manners: 
Contributing member, individual membership 
The Foundation’s contributing members are the exclusive recipients of an 
annual scientific publication detailing the results and findings of the 
Dagstuhl Seminars, in addition to this Annual Report including the 
program of the Dagstuhl Seminars and other events hosted at the Center. 
Members can determine the amount of their annual membership fee 
themselves, however they should commit to a minimum of €60. 
Contributing member, corporate/institutional membership 
Minimum annual membership fee: €600 for educational institutions, 
€1,200 for corporate and other members. 
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Sponsoring of individual events 
The Center provides a forum enabling companies to partake in its high 
renown and events. A donation can be allocated to a specific Dagstuhl 
Seminar or Dagstuhl Perspectives Workshop. Sizable contributions are 
given honorable mention via the Internet and other media (example: 
http://www.dagstuhl.de/10041). 
The Foundation received donations from companies and other 
organizations for the following seminars in 2010:  
Microsoft Academic Relations: 
Perspectives Workshop: ―Digital Social Networks‖ 
(10041, 24.01.10–29.01.10) 
François Bry (LMU Munich, Germany), Clemens Cap (Univ. Rostock, 
Germany), Ingo Dahm (Microsoft Deutschland GmbH, Unterschleissheim, 
Germany), Julia Maintz (Maintz Research, Germany), Sebastian Schaffert 
(Salzburg Research Forschungsgesellschaft m.b.H., Austria) 
European Aeronautic Defence and Space Company: 
Grand Challenges for Discrete Event Logistics Systems  
(10102, 07.03.10–12.03.10) 
Peter Lendermann (D-SIMLAB, Singapore), Leon F. McGinnis (Georgia 
Institute of Technology, USA), Lars Mönch (FernUniv. Hagen, Germany), 
Arnd Schirrmann (EADS, Hamburg, Germany) 
Microsoft Research Redmond, Software Engineering Group, USA: 
 Practical Software Testing: Tool Automation and Human factors  
(10111, 14.03.10–19.03.10) 
Mark Harman (King's College, London, UK), Henry Muccini (Univ. degli 
Studi di L'Aquila, Italy), Wolfram Schulte (Microsoft Research, Redmond, 
WA, USA), Tao Xie (North Carolina State University, USA) 
Microsoft Research, Cambridge, UK:  
Verification over discrete-continuous boundaries  
(10271, 04.07.10–09.07.10)  
Bernd Becker (Univ. Freiburg, Germany), Luca Cardelli (Microsoft 
Research UK, Cambridge, UK), Holger Hermanns (Saarland University, 
Germany), Sofiene Tahar (Concordia Univ., Montreal, Canada) 
Corporate donations 
The Foundation continues to be dependent on the generous contributions 
and donations of companies, as the Foundation’s assets have not yet 
reached the level as provided for in its articles of incorporation (€500,000). 
The Dagstuhl Foundation is recognized by the German tax authorities as a 
non-profit organization, meaning that contributions and donations to 
German organizations are tax-deductible. 
For more information on the Foundation, please refer to 
http://www.dagstuhl.de/en/about-dagstuhl/foundation-and-funding . 

http://www.dagstuhl.de/10041
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2.  Events at Dagstuhl 

The Center fulfills its designated tasks by organizing and hosting scientific 
seminars, and by providing the facilities offered by the Center for 
conducting various informatics conferences and working retreats. 

2.1. Dagstuhl Seminars 

The Dagstuhl research seminars are accorded top priority in the Center’s 
annual program as they are a key instrument for promoting research. The 
Dagstuhl Seminar program for the year under review (2010) is to be found 
in Annex 2. An up-to-the-minute program covering the coming 18 months 
is available on the Dagstuhl website. The spectrum of the seminar topics 
provides an excellent if not comprehensive view of the areas currently 
under discussion in the international informatics arena. The topics of the 
seminars planned for 2011 and 2012 point to the following future trends:  

 Data Structures, Algorithms, Complexity 
 Cryptography, Security, Data Protection 
 Semantics, Logic, Verification 
 Modeling and Simulation 
 Software Engineering 

Dagstuhl’s distinguishing accomplishment is the establishment of 
pioneering, interdisciplinary seminars that have virtually become 
institutions unto themselves. Many topics dealt with in depth at Dagstuhl 
subsequently develop into highly active research fields, resulting in some 
cases in DFG priority programs and other grant and funding programs.  
Various Dagstuhl Seminars have succeeded in bringing groups of 
researchers and scholars of various areas and disciplines together for the 
first time. To be sure, these individuals were involved in research in 
associated issues, methods and techniques, however they hadn’t been able 
to benefit from a common discussion platform. This applies in particular to 
disciplines outside of the field of informatics. Key R&D areas for which 
in-depth collaboration with informatics specialists was initiated and 
consolidated at Dagstuhl: biology (since 1992) and sports (since 2006). 
Topical interdisciplinary topics include: social networks, e-democracy, 
logistics and music. These initiatives received special mention in the 
evaluation conducted of the LCI.  

2.2. Dagstuhl Perspectives Workshops 

The Dagstuhl Seminars are supplemented by Dagstuhl Perspectives 
Workshop, which focus on subfields or are interdisciplinary in nature, thus 
covering more than one informatics field. These workshops are designed to 
generate recommendations for research donors and sponsors and give 
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impetus to research projects and Dagstuhl seminars for key informatics 
areas.  
The workshops are designed to  

 contribute to an analysis of the present status of a field   
 tap into potentials and development perspectives of existing fields of 

research  
 detect shortcomings and problematic developments, particularly in 

the German research landscape  
 show research directions 
 trigger innovation processes  

 
For the most part, the workshop participants are 25-30 scientists of 
international standing in their respective fields who cover all subfields and 
sub-aspects. Instead of reporting from current research results, the focus is 
on presenting position papers which outline the current status in the field, 
open issues, shortcomings and problematic developments, and promising 
directions. The results of the in-depth discussions are presented in a 
manifesto detailing the open issues and possible research perspectives for 
the coming 5-10 years. The Center coordinates the targeted dissemination 
of this manifesto as research policy impulses to German and other 
European research donors and sponsors (EU, German Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research, DFG, etc.). 
Abstracts of the manifestos are regularly presented in a column of 
Informatik-Spektrum (published by Springer). The results of four Dagstuhl 
Perspectives Workshop of 2008 were featured in the Springer quarterly 
Computer Science — Research and Development. Other special 
publications are planned. 
The following Dagstuhl Perspectives Workshop were conducted in 2010: 

 Digital Social Networks  
http://www.dagstuhl.de/10041 

 New Frontiers for Empirical Software Engineering  
http://www.dagstuhl.de/10122  

 Service Value Networks  
http://www.dagstuhl.de/10301 

 Formal Methods — Just a Euro-Science?  
http://www.dagstuhl.de/10482 

 
For more information on the Dagstuhl Perspectives Workshop, see: 
http://www.dagstuhl.de/pw-list 
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2.3. Other Events 

Other events are hosted at the Center apart from the Dagstuhl Seminars 
and Dagstuhl Perspectives Workshop, i.e.  

 GI-Dagstuhl seminars, bringing together young scholars for a 
specific topic. They are conducted by the German Informatics 
Society (GI) in association with the LCI. 

 Summer schools, continuing education offerings of the German 
Informatics Society (GI) and German Informatics Academy (DIA), 
CPD for teachers and instructors, education and training of science 
journalists 

 Departmental conferences of graduate colleges, GI specialist groups 
and other academic and industrial working groups 

 A small number of international informatics conferences 

2.4. Research Stays 

Many people regularly take advantage of Dagstuhl’s offer of using the 
Center for research stays. In most cases these are individuals who wish to 
use the Center as a retreat for several weeks in order to devote themselves 
to their studies undisturbed. In 2010, 14 research guests availed themselves 
of this opportunity. 

2.5. Utilization of the Center 

101 events with ca. 3030 guests were featured in 2010, making for ca. 
11,674 overnight stays and another extremely high utilization rate. In so 
doing, the Center’s capacity limits have been reached. The Dagstuhl 
Seminars proved to be most popular among the 94 proposals submitted in 
2010. Dates for three-day events are increasingly being offered and the 
number of participants reduced to 30 in some cases, enabling two events to 
be organized in parallel.  
Working retreats generally use this event format. The result is that three or 
more events take place in parallel and in sequence during many weeks. 
The weekends were kept free in 2010, as well as two weeks in August and 
at the end of the year, this time being required for maintenance work to 
building facilities and administrative work. Apart from a few isolated 
periods and a series of as yet unbooked parallel event slots for groups of up 
to 20 participants, the Center is booked up through November of 2012 
(status: February 2011). 
The following charts show the increase in usage figures according to 
events and participants since the Center was founded, along with a 
breakdown according to the different event types. For more particulars on 
the various events in 2010 (date, title, organizer, etc.), please refer to 
Annex 2. Dagstuhl’s website contains the program of upcoming events and 
further information and material on all events past, present and future, e.g. 
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objective, participant list, concluding report and, in some cases, references 
to in-depth information.  
 

Events 
 

 
 

 
Guest Days and Overnight Stays 
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2.6. Quality Assurance 

The Center conducts surveys of the Dagstuhl Seminar and Dagstuhl 
Perspectives Workshop participants, the questionnaire containing 
questions about their satisfaction with the content of the event and the 
organization of their visit. In 2010, 1062 of 2051 guests completed the 
questionnaire, this amounting to a return rate of over 52%. 
The results of each questionnaire are made available to all of the Center’s 
departments every week via e-mail, this enabling a quick response to 
issues and requests. At the same time the anonymized results of the content 
questions are made available to the seminar participants via e-mail, 
typically in the week following their stay at the Center. This enables the 
organizers to receive feedback on how the seminar went and tips for 
organizing future seminars. 
The chart below shows guest satisfaction in 2010 with regard to selected 
aspects of Dagstuhl Seminars, as based on 1062 replies. These excellent 
results are not only a recognition of the Center’s past work but also pose a 
challenge to its future work. 
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2.7. Participants 

At 69% the proportion of foreign guests in Dagstuhl Seminars was 
extremely high again during 2010 (European countries except for 
Germany: 41%).  The following chart shows the distribution according to 
area of origin of our Dagstuhl Seminar and Dagstuhl Perspectives 
Workshop guests in 2010. For a detailed breakdown of the countries of 
origin of all the participants of Dagstuhl events, please refer to Annex 3. 
 

 
 
To put it mildly, Dagstuhl Seminar and Dagstuhl Perspectives Workshop 
participants are enthusiastic about the Center, i.e. they are quite taken with 
the idea and concept of promoting informatics research in this manner, in 
addition to being ―enchanted‖ by the quaint manor house, the ambience 
created by the Center, the research and discussion opportunities, not to 
mention the Center’s surroundings, and the commitment and dedication of 
its personnel. 
Annex 4 contains a number of excerpts from written reports and thank-you 
letters received by the Center. 
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3.  Publications 

The concept of the Dagstuhl Seminars is viewed by the informatics 
community to be a valuable and productive complement to established 
conference series in the informatics field. What distinguishes the Dagstuhl 
Seminars is that for the most part no finished work or projects are 
presented, but rather they serve to provide insight in ongoing research. 
Consequently, no classic conference proceedings volumes are published on 
the seminars. Instead the participants are called upon to submit the 
abstracts on their papers or talks, which are then complemented by a 
summary (including review and outlook) contributed by the organizers and 
then published as a Seminar Report by the Center. Through the end of 
2010, publication of the seminar documentation took place via the 
Dagstuhl Seminar Proceedings (DSP) series.  
The Center’s technical infrastructure established for publishing the DSP 
series has become an established institution and has also led to requests for 
the publication of informatics literature based on events outside of the 
Center. The result of this is that the Center now offers several publication 
formats that are described below. 

3.1. Publications Portfolio 

Dagstuhl Seminar Proceedings (DSP)  
The objective of the Dagstuhl Seminar Proceedings (DSP) series is to 
provide an ongoing and timely documentation of the Dagstuhl Seminars. 
The DSP series was introduced in 2004 as the successor to the print edition 
Dagstuhl Seminar Reports published as a brochure, however the 
contributions to the DSP series are only available online. After each 
seminar, participants are prompted by a call for papers to submit extended 
abstracts or articles on their presentations or key discussions in addition to 
the metadata submitted on their presentations. The seminar organizers 
decide which of the submitted documents are accepted for publication. The 
result is that one DSP series volume per seminar is published. 
The publication of material on complementary work posed somewhat of a 
problem in the old set-up. These articles varied substantially in size; the 
designated principle of implementing peer review guidelines could not be 
maintained at a constant high level throughout all seminars.  
This issue led to the decision to introduce a journal-like series called 
Dagstuhl Reports from 2011 on, to appear in 12 issues per year, with each 
issue documenting all the seminars of the respective month. Each seminar 
report consists of only one article. Additional, unreviewed articles can be 
made available to the public by way of a collaborative arrangement with 
the Computing Research Repository (CoRR) (see http://arxiv.org/corr) in 
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an archive specifically set up for the Center called Dagstuhl Preprint 
Archive. (See http://www.dagstuhl.de/dpa). 

Dagstuhl Follow-ups 
In addition to the DSP series the Center also offers seminar organizers the 
possibility of publishing comprehensive collections of peer-reviewed work 
possessing a direct relation to a seminar (lecture, presentation, group paper, 
etc.) in the Dagstuhl Follow-Ups series. This is subject to the condition 
that all of the contributions submitted have been peer-reviewed. The 
seminar organizers also coordinate the peer review process. An informal 
proposal has to be submitted by the seminar organizers that is subject to 
approval by the Scientific Directorate, which serves as an editorial board. 
The first volume in this series was published in 2010. Two more volumes 
are planned for 2011. 

OpenAccess Series in Informatics (OASIcs) 
The technical infrastructure enabling publications to be cited and be 
accessible by a wide readership has also been utilized for publishing the 
proceedings of external conferences since 2006. In 2010 this loose 
collection was renamed OpenAccess Series in Informatics (OASIcs), and 
now has an ISSN. The Center managed to attract Prof. Dorothea Wagner 
(Karlsruhe Institute of Technology) as editor-in-chief. She will also work 
on expanding the editorial board. 2010 saw the introduction of lump-sum 
publication fees of €250 that are collected from the conference organizers. 
The high quality of the publications is ensured by standardization measures 
employing a uniform LaTeX template and the assignment of digital object 
identifiers (DOIs). For more information, please refer to 
http://www.dagstuhl.de/oasics. 

Leibniz International Proceedings in Informatics (LIPIcs) 
With Leibniz International Proceedings in Informatics the Center launched 
a promising series of conference volumes in 2008 in association with the 
STACS and FSTTCS conference series, which was expanded in 2010. 
LIPIcs managed to stir up considerable discussion in the informatics 
conference community. Consideration is now being given to changing to 
an open access concept.  
In 2010 Deepak Kapur (University of New Mexico) and Chris Hankin 
(Imperial College of London) joined the LIPIcs editorial board. 
The conference volumes of the following conferences are currently 
published in LIPIcs: 

 CSL — Computer Science Logic (since 2011) 
 ICLP — International Conference on Logic Programming 

(since 2010) 
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 FSTTCS — IARCS Conference on Foundations of Software 
Technology and Theoretical Computer Science (since 2008) 

 STACS — Symposium on Theoretical Aspects of Computer Science 
(since 2008) 

 RTA — International Conference on Rewriting Techniques and 
Applications (since 2010) 
 

For more information, see: http://www.dagstuhl.de/lipics/. 

3.2. Publications — Facts & Figures 

As of the end of 2010, the following had been published via the Center for 
the 45 seminars (of a total of 59): 201 abstract collections, articles and 
other documents. An overview of the number of publications available is 
given in the following table: 

3.3. Back-end: DROPS 

All items published by the Center are administered via the Dagstuhl 
Research Online Publication Server (DROPS). The general guidelines 
applicable to online publications (Dublin Core initiative)1 are followed, 
meaning that all the requisite metadata on each publication is stored, thus 
ensuring availability in the long term. This enables the online publications 
to be cited and be accessible by a wide readership. The technical basis for 
this is an adapted version of the OPUS system.2  
Each volume is accessible via a portal of its own on DROPS. Searching 
can be done on the server according to keywords; full-text searching is also 
possible.  
Example: http://drops.dagstuhl.de/portals/index.php?semnr=10271 
For more information on DROPS, please refer to:  dagstuhl.de/drops/. 

                                      
1 See: http://dublincore.org/ 
2 See: http://elib.uni-stuttgart.de/opus/doku/about.php 
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3.4. Long-term Archiving 

The publications of the LIPIcs, OASIcs and Dagstuhl Follow-Ups series 
are submitted to the German National Library (D-NB) for (digital) long-
term archival. This was not possible for the Dagstuhl Seminar Proceedings 
on account of their non-standardized structure. However, the journal 
Dagstuhl Reports will also be supplied to the Library for archival by it. 

3.5. Indexing 

The publications of the LIPIcs, OASIcs and Dagstuhl Follow-Ups series 
are listed in the DBLP Computer Science Bibliography. The inclusion of 
the Dagstuhl Seminar Proceedings volumes proved difficult in the past. 
The inclusion of Dagstuhl Reports in the DBLP Computer Science 
Bibliography is to be much easier and more standardized. See also: 

 http://dblp.uni-trier.de/db/series/dfu/index.html 

 http://dblp.uni-trier.de/db/series/oasics/index.html 
 http://dblp.uni-trier.de/db/series/lipics/index.html 

The LIPIcs volumes are submitted with the Conference Proceedings 
Citation Index (CPCI), maintained by the Thomson Reuters media group. 
The CPCI is to offer similar bibliometric evaluations such as the ―impact 
factor‖ of the Journal Citation Index. Yet the CPCI submission procedure 
is very non-transparent and provides no feedback on inclusion in the 
index. 

The LIPIcs and OASIcs series have been included in the Directory of 
Open Access Journals (DOAJ): 

 http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=openurl&genre=journal&issn=21906807 

 http://www.doaj.org/doaj?func=openurl&genre=journal&issn=18688969   

3.6. Mirroring 

In order to prevent data loss, two cooperative ventures were initiated in 
2010 for mirroring the content of the DROPS publication server: 

 io-port.net: The informatics publication portal organized under the 
auspices of io-port.net, FIZ Karlsruhe – Leibniz Institute for 
Information Infrastructure, mirrors all volumes of the LIPIcs series 
and links on the home page directly to the volumes mirrored.  
For more information, see: http://www.io-port.net    
(Digital Library/LIPIcs). 

 SunSite Central Europe: The Sun server park, operated under the 
guidance of Prof. Matthias Jarke, offers a home for the numerous 
software archives and publications. All the DROPS assets are now 
mirrored at regular intervals on the Aachen SunSite. 
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3.7. Open Access 

Access to the documents published via DROPS is free of charge for 
readers in keeping with the open access idea, which fosters unimpeded 
access to scientific publications.1 By signing the ―Berlin Declaration on 
Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities‖, the Leibniz 
Association, and the Center as a member of the Association, are following 
the example set by a large number of key international institutions for 
R&D and research promotion. The vision jointly pursued is to disseminate 
knowledge so that it can be easily accessed throughout the world without 
any financial obstacles being imposed. The Internet enables scientific work 
to be published without charging a fee for reading these publications. 

3.8. Monitoring of the Results from Dagstuhl Seminars 

Many articles are frequently additionally published in established journals 
or books on many of the seminars, outside of the Dagstuhl Seminar 
Proceedings and Dagstuhl Follow-Ups. This is frequently also done for the 
other events. These publications are actively tracked by the Center in its 
library work. The list of all known publications can be accessed at: 

 http://www.dagstuhl.de/en/library/dagstuhls-impact/  
The event organizers are asked to share any key, intriguing results with the 
Center. 

                                      
1 see: http://www.open-access.net/ 
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4. Offerings for Dagstuhl’s Guests 

4.1. Conference Facilities 

The Center has three lecture halls with a seating capacity of 25 to 60 each, 
in addition to several conference rooms.  
The lecture halls feature Internet access in addition to state-of-the-art 
presentation equipment like projectors to which laptops, PCs and video 
equipment can be connected. These facilities not only enable talks and 
papers to be presented in an optimal manner but also permit online 
demonstrations of active and distributed systems to be given to large 
audiences. An audio system and telephone and video conference 
equipment are also available.  

4.2. Computers and Networking  

Hardware  
2010 saw the completion of the virtualization of the Center’s existing 
servers and consolidation of computing and storage resources, the result 
being the Center now has its own storage area network (SAN). 
Virtualization consists of grouping four servers together in a cluster. This 
cluster is configured so that an outage of one of the servers is compensated 
by the other remaining servers, thus ensuring continued hitch-free 
operation. In addition, the Center’s existing back-up solution has been 
integrated in the SAN in order to enable the available resources to be 
utilized more effectively.  
The computer equipment pool available to guests consists of several thin 
clients, Apple computers and the newly added zero clients, which enable 
access to virtual machines of their own. Several printers are also available.  
Wi-Fi  
A Wi-Fi network or wireless LAN is set up in the Old Building and in the 
guest rooms of the New Building, enabling these areas to be networked 
and provided with Internet access for guests with laptops. The Wi-Fi 
network also extends to the library and some of the function rooms in the 
old building, providing for a large number of laptop places featuring 
Internet access. Researching the library’s online catalogue can be 
conveniently done from one’s own laptop.  
Dedicated Link to the German Research Network  
The LZI has two independent dedicated links to the German Research 
Network (DFN). The main link features a bandwidth of 100 Mbit/s, the 
ancillary link being operated with a bandwidth of 20 Mbit/s. The ancillary 
link serves as a back-up to sustain operation in the event that the main link 
should go down.  
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The LCI’s IT Department again has an IT specialist trainee since August of 
2010. This vocational training program lasts three years and enables the 
trainee to specialize in system integration. 

4.3. Research Library 

The Research Library is one of the Center’s most impressive offerings. 
Thanks to the startup financing by the Volkswagen Foundation and 
numerous book donations of publishing houses and seminar participants, it 
numbers among Germany’s key informatics research libraries.  
The library collects current research literature on informatics topics for the 
respective seminars, primarily in English. As of 31 December 2010, the 
library’s assets totaled 57,005 bibliographic units, all of which are 
contained in the online catalog. The Center’s holdings of journals and 
periodicals are impressive, now extending to more than 500 subscribed 
titles. The library subscribes to the electronic versions of most journals, 
dispensing with the print editions altogether. The library also provides 
access to several thousand other electronic journals and journal archives 
via the DFG-funded national and alliance licenses.  
The literature is arranged on four levels in an attractive library tower, 
which also offers a large number of recesses for quiet study and research. 
Being a reference library, it is at the disposal of the Dagstuhl Seminar 
participants 24/7 for their research work on site. A total of 5 workstations 
are available to the users of the library. External scholars can also use the 
library provided they register beforehand.  
In order to support informatics research in Germany and throughout the 
world, the Center’s entire holdings of periodicals are also made available 
to other libraries, particularly by way of inter-library loans. The library's 
entire holdings of journals and periodicals are additionally listed in the 
periodicals database and the digital library. In addition, the library is a 
member of LITexpress, the Virtual Library of Rhineland-Palatinate, 
Saarland and the German-speaking community of Belgium, a media loan 
service for the citizens of these three areas. The library’s archive items in 
particular are designed to be made available for loan.  
The library also regularly arranges comprehensive book exhibits. Every 
week all the books available in the library and authored by the participants 
of the current Dagstuhl Seminar are put out on display on the first floor 
(one level up from the ground floor). The authors are also requested to sign 
their books. If desired, book exhibits on a particular topic are also put 
together by the organizers. In addition, all book donations received from 
publishers are exhibited separately and the exhibits regularly updated. This 
service is highly appreciated by the Center’s guests and publishers alike.  



Schloss Dagstuhl   

Page 28 

The following can be accessed via the library’s webpage: online catalogue,  
journal list with access to the journals available online, in addition to other 
information offerings.  
See: http://www.dagstuhl.de/en/library/  

4.4. Internet Offerings  

In keeping with the Center’s philosophy, its Internet offerings are not only 
available to the guests at Dagstuhl but to netizens throughout the world. 
Objectives and content:  

 Dissemination of general information on the Center, e.g. concept, 
program, particulars pertaining to submitting proposals. 

 Offering participants travel information on how to get to the Center 
(site plan, train and bus schedules, taxi services, etc.). 

 Presenting the Research Library along with its offerings and 
resources and the Dagstuhl online catalogue. 

 Provision of information on seminars and events (e.g. seminar 
objectives, participants, publications). 

 Providing a platform for exchanging materials among the seminar 
participants. 

The web server administers the content using Content Management 
System Typo3 (freeware). Apart from static pages — almost all of which 
are in German and English — dynamic pages are also offered which are 
generated by the Center’s proprietary software. Thus, each seminar has a 
dynamically generated page of its own featuring links to a motivation text, 
list of participants, publications, etc. These pages also offer the participants 
a platform where they can upload and administer material on their seminar 
presentation (slides, documents).  

4.5. Seminar Materials  

The seminar participants have the option of storing materials pertaining to 
their presentation on the Dagstuhl server via the seminar’s webpage. This 
procedure enables summaries of lectures, presentations or reports to be 
made available to all seminar participants. This materials webpage 
supports the organizers developing the seminar’s presentation program. 
The following items can also be uploaded: associated documentation like 
seminar syllabuses, discussion results, tutorial scripts, reports of open-
problem sessions, etc. The documents are drafts of sorts and can be 
modified, supplemented or deleted by the participants at any time.  
Each of the webpages specifically created by the Center for each seminar 
for this purpose features a listing of the seminar participants along with the 
names of their presentations and associated documents.  
Example: http://www.dagstuhl.de/10291/Materials/  
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4.6. Art 

“Dagstuhl Gallery”  
Exhibitions of artists are regularly organized in the cloister of the new 
building. The spacious surroundings and excellent lighting provide for 
striking contrasts between day and night, thus offering the artists an 
excellent venue to exhibit their work. Compliments are frequently heard 
concerning the fascinating atmosphere created by the art offerings. They 
provide an intriguing juxtaposition to the otherwise ―ascetic‖ nature of the 
new building. 
The following exhibitions were organized in 2010: 
11.01. – 10.03.2010 

«Venezia Tre», artists and former students of the University of Fine 
Arts of Saarland under the auspices of Prof. Jo Enzweiler 

24.03. – 21.05.2010 
Paintings and Graphics of Boy Müller, Spelzenberg 

25.05. – 31.07.2010 
Der Erfinder des Computers als Künstler [―The Inventor of the 
Computer as Artist‖] 
Exhibition marking the 100th birthday of Konrad Zuse 
Concept: Prof. Horst Oberquelle, University of Hamburg  

16.08. – 01.10.2010 
VISUELLE JAPANISCHE POESIE & MITEINANDER  
[―Visual Japanese Poetry & Togetherness‖] 
Arranged by Joseph Linschinger, of Traunkirchen, Austria 

16.11. – 17.12.0.2010 
Underground Maps Unravelled – Explorations in Information 
Design 
Exhibition of Maxwell Roberts, University of Essex 

For artist’s profiles, portfolios, concepts of the individual exhibitions, 
please refer to: http://www.dagstuhl.de/en/about-dagstuhl/kunst/. 
Purchasing art through donations 
Dagstuhl’s website contains a page featuring an Internet gallery enabling 
participants, individuals, and groups to make contributions to Dagstuhl for 
art donations. The works of art are featured on the Internet, with donations 
being made by acquiring shares at affordable prices. As soon as a picture is 
fully subscribed for, the donors are asked to pay in the value of the shares 
subscribed by them, this enabling the art item to be purchased. This 
procedure provides an incentive for the donors as they are not only 
mentioned in Dagstuhl’s Internet gallery but are also mentioned on the art 



Schloss Dagstuhl   

Page 30 

item itself. It is also beneficial to the Center as the Center is able to 
purchase works of art from the artists arranging exhibitions there.  
Access via: http://www.dagstuhl.de/en/about-dagstuhl/kunst/  
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who have made 
art donations. 
 

Maria Krause Konzentration 
[―Concentration‖],  
1982, Würzburg muschelkalk. 
Donated by the artist on the 
occasion of the LCI’s 20th 
anniversary on 16 July 2010 
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4.7. Ambience 

The participants typically describe the atmosphere at Schloss Dagstuhl as 
being surprisingly pleasant and instrumental in promoting valuable work 
and communication between the guests. Former participants frequently 
mention fond memories of the pleasant evenings spent in the beautiful 
rooms of the manor house and making music in the Baroque Music Room. 
The leisure activities offered in the Center have been chosen so as to 
promote communication among the participants. Apart from the music 
room featuring various instruments and sheet music, the Center also has a 
poolroom and a recreation room in the basement providing for games like 
pool and table football in addition to gym equipment. The following is 
available in summer: a court fitted with a net, boules in the yard and 
mountain bikes.  

 
In 2010 the Center received a beautiful chess set for use by its guests 
donated from the estate of Prof. Ingo Wegener by his widow. Wegener, a 
faculty member of the Technical University of Dortmund, was not only a 
frequent guest at the Center, but was also a member of various LCI bodies 
and boards for many years. The Center is grateful for the chessboard as it 
provides a fond memory of this valuable contributor. 

4.8. Childcare Assistance 

Many our international guests have small and older children that they are 
forced to bring with them to the Center otherwise they would be left alone. 
In order to promote family friendliness the Center has been offering its 
guests experienced childcare help during the day. 
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For information on the individual events, please refer to  
http://www.dagstuhl.de/<event number>. 
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